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FESTIVE MESSAGE FROM

THE PRINCIPAL

Rob Millington, Executive Principal
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s we approach the festive season, it
brings us great joy to reflect on the
remarkable achievements of our
students and staff.

As we wrap up the first term at
Newfriars College, we want to take a
moment to reflect on the incredible
journey we've shared together. It has
been a term filled with growth,
success, and memorable
experiences for our students, and we
are delighted to share some of these
highlights with you.

This Christmas newsletter celebrates
and shares our success stories, our
determination, our triumphs and our
special memories. It is impossible to
cover everything we do because we
simply do so much!

None of the activities or individual
achievements and successes would
be possible without the dedication
and support of our amazing staff, the
encouragement from parents and
carers, and the enthusiasm of our
wonderful students. You are the heart
of Newfriars College, and we are so
proud of what we've achieved
together.
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This year we were nominated for
the National Diversity and
Community Organisation Award
for Disability 2025. We had over
200 nominations and we were
truly inspired by the comments
received. The  comments
overwhelmingly praise Newfriars
College for its exceptional
commitment to inclusion, diversity,
and support for students with
special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND).

Key themes include:
- Inclusive Education: The college
provides personalised learning
pathways, a broad curriculum,
and  vocational  opportunities
tailored to individual needs.
Community Engagement:
Initiatives like Shopping Buddies,
community café (Community
Junction), and partnerships with
local organizations (e.g, NHS
Project Search) help students gain
real-world experience and foster
independence.
- Life-Changing Impact: Families
and staff highlight significant
improvements in students’
confidence, social skills,
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Farewell to Our Inspirational
Deputy Headteacher

fter six transformative years at

our College, we recently said a
heartfelt goodbye to our Deputy
Headteacher, Jay, who has
moved on to an exciting new
role at Natspec—the national
membership  association for
specialist  further education
providers supporting students
with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities.

Jay joined the College in 2019
and quickly became a
cornerstone of our leadership
team. Her unwavering
dedication, visionary leadership,
and compassionate approach
left an indelible mark on our
college community. From
navigating the challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic to driving
forward inclusive education and
high expectations, Jay
consistently placed the
wellbeing and success of our
students at the heart of every
decision.
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Her influence helped shape
the College into the thriving,
supportive environment it is
today. Jay’s legacy is evident
in the culture of care,
ambition, and resilience that
continues to grow across our
campus. While words cannot
fully capture the journey we
shared or the milestones we
achieved together, it is clear
that her contributions laid
strong foundations for our
future.
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Safeguarding News and suppor
over the Christmas break

Here at Newfriars College,
safeguarding our learners is a daily
priority. All of our staff have
undertaken safeguarding training
this term to help them to identify
and deal with safeguarding
concerns.

Educating our learners to keep
themselves safe is as much a
priority as staff training and to this
end we have a programme of
Personal and Social Development,
Relationship and Sex Education,
Prevent education and On-line
safety education as well as the
weekly reminders of how to be safe
in  the community  through
community visits and travel training
sessions.The students can also self-
refer for support and advice for
safeguarding  matters  through

accessing a referral form via the QR
code below...

It is vital for us to work in
partnership with parents and muilti-
agency teams such as social
services and the police where
necessary. If you do have any
concerns of a safeguarding nature,
please contact the Designated
Safeguarding Lead at the college or
email
SafeguardingTeam@newfriarscolle
ge.org.uk (these will be actioned
during college hours only).

If you are concerned that a
young/vulnerable person is in
immediate danger, please call the
police straight away on 999.

Importantly we want to help
parents and carers to understand
the potential risks to young people
using social media and the
internet, especially around
Christmas time when our learners
might be spending more time on
on-line gaming platforms and
using social media to keep in touch
with  friends. For parent/carer

friendly on-line safety @/7/

many social media and interne

platforms please visit the Notion
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https://blog.nationalcollege.com/news/author/national-online-safety
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https://www.stoke.gov.uk/info/20012/business/489/household_support_fund
https://www.stoke.gov.uk/info/20012/business/489/household_support_fund
https://www.stoke.gov.uk/info/20012/business/489/household_support_fund
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Community/Household-support-fund/Household-support-fund.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Community/Household-support-fund/Household-support-fund.aspx
mailto:helpline@newfriarscollege.org.uk
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/christmas-most-dangerous-time-of-year/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/christmas-most-dangerous-time-of-year/
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Christmas Fair Brings Joy
and Generosity!

On December 5th, Newfriars College was alive
with festive spirit as we celebrated our annual
Christmas Fair. This much-loved event brought
together learners, staff, parents, carers, and
friends of the college for a morning of fun,
creativity, and community. It was a wonderful
way to kick off the holiday season and
showcase the talents and teamwork that make
Newfriars so special.

The fair featured a fantastic range of stalls and
activities. Visitors could browse and buy
handmade gifts, upcycled crafts, and beautiful
Christmas keepsakes created by learners. The
Print Shop impressed everyone with their
custom mugs and festive designs, while the
Junction Café team served delicious
refreshments that kept the crowds happy and
warm. There was a huge queue outside Santa’s
grotto to meet the big man throughout the
morning. Everywhere you looked, there was
something exciting to see and do, and the
atmosphere was full of laughter and smiles.

One of the biggest highlights was our Mega
Raffle, which proved to be a huge success!
Thanks to the incredible generosity of local
businesses and supporters, we were able to
offer some truly amazing prizes. These included:

» Port Vale Hospitality Package for Four

* Signed Port Vale Team Shirt

e Tour of Middleport Pottery

* Tickets to the New Vic Theatre

e Dining vouchers from Simply Thai and
Chipalicious

The raffle was hotly contested, with many
people buying multiple tickets to increase their
chances of winning. Learners were thrilled to
take home some of the top prizes,

including the Port Vale hospitality
package and signed shirt—a real treat for
football fans! The excitement didn’t stop
there; the raffle was drawn live on
Facebook by Julie, who led the event with
enthusiasm and energy.

Julie summed up the success perfectly:
“The raffle was fantastic this year! We
really appreciated everyone buying
tickets. Thank you to all the businesses
and supporters who made this possible.”

Thanks to everyone's efforts, the raffle
raised an impressive £256 for the college.
This achievement shows what we can
accomplish when our community comes
together. Every ticket purchased and
every donation made helped create a
memorable event for learners and
visitors alike.

The Christmas Fair is always a highlight
of the year at Newfriars College, and this
year was no exception. It was a
celebration of creativity, generosity, and
festive fun—a true reflection of the spirit
of our college.

Thank you to everyone who joined in the
fun—see you next term for more exciting
events!



















| HEWFRIARS CHHIETHLS 7
| NEWSLETTER 2025! |































ey Misfrians Coleoe

Al Mmwrinary i we srrpewe learees mith SERD 10 Buld corfidenon devios ol ahd gur
1 ok pa e

4 .‘ II"-r e E" h \
specialist

Further education |













o

onservation Group CelebratesPied

Flycatcher Success

he Newfriars Conservation
Group has continued its vital
work alongside the RSPB to
improve woodland habitats for
Pied Flycatchers at Consall
Wood. This term, Paul Bennett,

RSPB Regional Manager,
confirmed that spring and
summer surveys recorded

eight breeding pairs using nest
boxes in the very section of
woodland our learners have
been nurturing for the past
three years.

This remarkable achievement
makes our area the most
productive site in the region, a
clear testament to the
dedication and hard work of
our learners. The conservation
team at Newfriars remains
committed to  supporting
these beautiful birds, ensuring
their habitats thrive year after
year.
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For those unfamiliar, the
Pied Flycatcher is a small
summer visitor to the UK.
Males are striking, with

glossy black upperparts,
white underparts, and a
bold white wing patch,
while females are softer
brown. After breeding in
they
the

western woodlands,
migrate to spend
winter in West Africa.






















Striking Fun at the Bowling
Alley!

ur SLP group celebrated the end of term with an exciting bowling trip
this morning. Everyone gave it their best shot and showed amazing
teamwork. The lanes were full of cheers as students enjoyed their well-
deserved reward.

Thank you to all who took part—here’s to more fun next term!
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FROM EVERYONE AT
NEWFRIARS COLLEGE,

WISHING YOU A
FANTASTIC 2026




